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	Manitou Islands Flora

Toxicodendron Rydbergii (formerly Rhus radicans) is common on beautiful Manitou Islands, part of Michigan’s Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. But a fancy Latin name and its plentiful and pretty presence do not fool the wise. “You can look, but you better not touch!”
More commonly called “eastern poison ivy”, this natural but invasive pest favors disturbed habitats such as edges of trails, fence lines, old fields, and forested woods. Until eventually replaced by other vegetation, it serves to stabilize the soil and provide food and habitat for wildlife.
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