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Preserving yesterdays for the islanders of tomorrow








Friends of


the Manitous





(*) As a Regular Member you’ll receive a personalized membership card, formal membership certificate, all issues of the Friends Newsletter, special mailings, access to the members area of the Friends web site, invitations to all meetings and events, and you’ll share all other rights and benefits of membership in the Friends organization.











Got any plans for the last Saturday in July? Why not make some now. Whether from near or far, the fun and camaraderie of our annual reunion is sure to prove worth the trip. Everyone is welcome ... members, guests and visitors of all ages always have a good time in Empire on Saturday afternoon and evening.





Then next day, come along with us to South Manitou. Former islanders are often surprised by the palpable “welcome home” feeling as they step ashore. If the islands are a new to you, their magic will work on your heart, presenting you with a rich and unforgettable adventure!





Visit manitouislands.org to learn about other Friends activities and events!








PO Box 987


Empire  MI   49630-0987


Ph/Fx: 321-555-1212


 


Email: info@friendsofthemanitous.org








... your special Islands!





Friends of


The Manitous





Islands are special ...





www.friendsofthemanitous.org





Help us preserve the islands’ histories and assure Manitou Island visitors of a richly rewarding experience. 











If you’re a former island resident or descendant of early settlers, come home to Friends.





If you’re a visitor or “friend of the Island”, we’re eager to make you one of the family! Send your contact information and one time membership contribution of $10* (or sign up online!) We’ll be looking forward to meeting you at the next annual reunion or special event!





From rye farmers ...


The Islands are unmatched in beauty and tranquility, and have a mystique that often hooks visitors. It’s not surprising that visitors often decided not to leave with the boat! By the late 19th century both Islands boasted small settlements, including important Life Saving Service & Lighthouse Service installations. Immigrant farmers were also cultivating their agricultural potential. A strain of rye was developed on South Manitou that eventually tripled the nation’s production of this important grain.


... to Park Rangers


As steamboats turned into “propellers”, the importance of the Islands began to fade. By the mid-1950’s most Islanders had left, including even the Coast Guard. Luckily, some 20-years later the Islands became part of a National Park, so they now belong to us all.





But as “owners”, we also have responsibilities. Friends of the Manitous helps preserve the history and cultural traditions of  Lake Michigan’s Manitou Islands. We assist in the collection and preservation of knowledge about the Islands, develop and distribute educational and interpretive materials and programs, promote the proper care and maintenance of historic and cultural assets, and serve as volunteers assisting the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore in the delivery of rich visitor experiences.








The historic manitous


There was once a time when the best way to get from New York to Chicago was by water! A variety of boats plied a system of rivers and canals between New York and Buffalo, on the eastern end of Lake Erie. Travelers then boarded Great Lakes sailing ships for the trip to the new frontier town and points west. In 1832, the first steamboat visited Chicago. Thus began the Manitou Islands’ human history.


Navigating the treacherous Manitou Passage was worth the risk because of the time saved. South Manitou offered a deep and protected natural harbor which provided refuge from sudden storms, and the bountiful supply of wood found on both Islands provided for the voracious appetite of the boilers on early steamships!








Once upon a time, “air power” meant wind in the sails of masted vessels ...





      ... and Lake Michigan’s Manitous are ... more special than any others!








